
 

 
 

 IntoUniversity Fundraising Toolkit 2017 

Transform young lives with your fundraising! 
 

How to get started 

Welcome to the IntoUniversity fundraising toolkit, designed to give you everything you need to be 

successful in your fundraising.  

 

Fundraising is great fun, very rewarding and really doesn’t have to take up much of your free time. 

Whatever challenge you decide to participate in and no matter how much money you raise, you will be 

fundraising knowing that every single penny helps children and young people from the poorest homes 

in England to achieve their potential. 

 

This guide provides all the information you need to fundraise for IntoUniversity. 

 

Four stages for succesful fundraising: 

1. Pick a challenge 
2. Advertise your challenge 
3. Asking for and collecting 

donations 
4. Thank your supporters 

 

1. Pick a challenge:  

At work, with friends, with family, in the 

community or on your own! 
 

 Keen cyclist? Why not take on a sponsored bike ride? 

 Want to get the whole office involved? Why not have a sponsored silence or a dress down day? 

 

2. Advertise your challenge: 

 SET UP A FUNDRAISING PAGE 

Setting up an online fundraising page through justgiving.com or virgingmoneygiving.com makes it easy 

for you to collect sponsorship money and donations.  

 

People who choose to give via your online giving page also have option to sign up to Gift Aid. This will 

increase their donations by 25% at no extra cost to anyone and make a huge difference to your overall 

target. 

 

 

Transforming the  
Lives of Hundreds of Disadvantaged Young  
People in Leeds 



 
 

 PUBLISISE YOUR CHALLENGE 

The more people who know about your fundraising, the more money you will raise. Here are three cheap 

and easy ways of promoting your page through your contacts:  

 

 Email your fundraising page to everyone you know.  

 Linking your JustGiving/VMG page to your Facebook and twitter account makes it easy for you to 

ask your friends to sponsor you.  

 Add your JustGiving/VMG page details to your email signature so that everyone knows about your 

fundraising.  

 

3. Asking for and collecting donations: 

 PROMOTING YOUR FUNDRAISING AT 

NO COST TO YOU 

• Ask people who can give more first. 

The first sponsorship amount on 

the list is often used as the 

benchmark amount other people 

will follow – so make sure you ask 

people who are the higher givers 

first.  

• Ask your close friends, family and 

work colleagues to canvass on your 

behalf and to spread the word 

about your fundraising.   

• If your company has an internal 

newsletter, ask them to write or include an article about your fundraising. Use your work intranet 

to promote your fundraising to colleagues. 

• Join up with IntoUniversity on twitter and/or Facebook and we can promote your fundraising 

targets and online donation pages. Use your social networks: tweet updates of your target, post 

messages on your Facebook wall, write a blog about your training journey. Ask friends to ‘follow’ 

IntoUniversity on twitter and ‘like us’ on Facebook – we will keep them up to date about our work. 

Social media is an amazingly powerful tool to promote your event. And it’s free! 

 

 ASK WORK TO MATCH YOUR FUNDRAISING  

Why not ask your workplace to match-fund any donations you get: for every £1 you raise they give you 

£1 - easy! Employers can match any donations made to charities by their employees, whether this if from 

fundraising, Payroll Giving, one-off donations or volunteering. This is very easy to set up with most of the 

Payroll Giving agencies, who will tailor the services they offer to your company’s exact requirements.  

 

4. Thank your supporters 

Please don’t forget to thank your donors and everyone involved for their support and to those involved 

in helping you organise your event. There are many ways you can do this – by email, through your social 



 
 

networking pages, or using internal newsletters. Make sure that you tell people how much they have 

helped to raise. If you would like us to thank any of your donors, please let us know and we will be happy 

to provide details of how their donations help us in our work to help children and young people to have 

a happy and fulfilling childhood. 

 

 SENDING US YOUR DONATIONS 

We will automatically receive donations made via JustGiving/VMG so there is no need for you to do 

anything.  

 

If you have cash or cheques to give to us after your event, here are the options:  

• Send us a cheque for the total amount of cash you have raised.  

• Transfer the funds raised to the following bank details, include your name as the reference: 

Bank: CAF Bank Ltd  

Account Name: Into Uni  

Sort Code: 40-52-40  

Account Number: 00014628 

 

IntoUniversity is making a real difference in the lives of young 
people from Britain’s poorest communities. 
 

The problem we address 

The UK has one of the widest educational and 

social achievement gaps in the world. Among 

Britain’s poorest families, only 1 in 40 students 

will progress to a top university compared with 

1 in 4 from the country’s wealthiest families (The 

Sutton Trust, 2009). What’s more, children from 

disadvantaged backgrounds with low levels of 

educational attainment are almost five times 

more likely to live in poverty in adulthood (Social 

Mobility and Child Poverty Commission, 2014).  

 

About IntoUniversity 

IntoUniversity aims to address this pressing issue by working within disadvantaged communities in order 

to raise the aspirations of children and young people most at risk of educational failure. Our local learning 

centres deliver an integrated programme of long-term academic and pastoral support, designed to 

improve the life chances of children aged seven through to adulthood.  

 

IntoUniversity began as a local community project in 2002 and has since expanded across the country, 

serving over 60,000 children and young people. IntoUniversity currently operates 22 centres in London, 



 
 

Oxford, Brighton, Southampton, Bristol, Nottingham and Leeds. This year two new centres are set to open 

in Liverpool and Clacton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year we track the progression of IntoUniversity students as they leave school. Our students perform 

very well compared to other students nationally. 

 

Despite this success, we still only reach a small number of the children who need our help. At our existing 

centres demand is high with significant waiting lists in some areas. Nationally, underachievement amongst 

disadvantaged students is high. We can and must do more to address Britain’s opportunity gap and 

increase the life chances of our poorest and most vulnerable young people. 

 

Jon’s Ironman for IntoUniversity 
 

A former IntoUniversity Bristol South volunteer, Jon, 

completed the Weymouth Ironman Triathlon in a time of 

12 hours and 15 minutes! A 2.4 mile open water swim, 

112.5 mile cycle and 26.2 mile run raised over £3,000 

for 40 of our Bristol students to go on an aspirational trip 

to London for the day.  

 

Thanks so much, Jon! 

 

IntoUniversity school 
leavers 2015 

School leavers nationally progressing to Higher Education (HE) 

All students Students finishing A-level or equivalent 

80% progress to HE 
22% of Free 
School Meal 

students 

37% of all 
students 

45% of Free School 
Meal students 

48% of Non-Free 
School Meal 

students 

IntoUniversity’s flagship programmes: 

Academic Support - an after-school programme where students receive support with 
their homework and revision from dedicated and trained volunteers. 

 
FOCUS Programme - delivered in partnership with local schools, this programme 
provides interactive workshops for students aimed at raising their aspirations and 
encouraging their love of learning. A key feature of a FOCUS week is a visit to a local 
university. 

 
Mentoring - university undergraduates and professionals from local organisations are 
paired with students to provide one-to-one support. Mentors are positive role models 
for students, who encourage and support young people in their aspirations. 
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Where your money could go… 

£155 

£360 

£500 

£1,315 

£11 
Funds a 

student’s 
Academic 
Support 
session 

£27 
Funds a 

student’s 
university 

FOCUS 
workshop 

 £55 
Funds a 

student’s 
Primary 

FOCUS day 

Funds a Business in 
FOCUS day for up to 
30 students 

For more information contact 
Farah Ahmad 

Senior Fundraising Officer 

farah.ahmad@intouniversity.org 

020 7243 0242 

 

A university FOCUS workshop at IntoUniversity Bow. 

Ψ!ǘ IntoUniversity I can use the computer to do 

ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦΩ  
 

Brianna, Year 7, IntoUniversity Leeds South 

Funds a student to 
complete the Mentoring 
programme 

Funds a student to attend 
Academic Support for the 
year 

Funds 20 students to 
participate in a Careers in 
FOCUS session 

An Academic Support session in action at IntoUniversity Leeds South. 

A Corporate Mentoring pair celebrating their achievements over the year. 


